[image: image1.png]younger women's task force
A project of the Naf

tional Council of Wormen's Organizations




KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Under the Violence Against Women Act Forensic Compliance 2005 Reauthorization:

-You are NOT required to answer questions from the police or press charges against your attacker in order to obtain a rape kit (forensic exam).  

-In DC, your evidence will be stored for 90 days, giving you time to decide whether or not pressing charges is the right choice for you. 

-You have the right to a rape kit FREE of charge or with full reimbursement

-A rape kit can be done within 96 hours of an assault 

KNOW YOUR FACTS

Sexual Assault and Rape: ANY unwanted sexual acts such as forced vaginal or anal sexual intercourse, fondling and attempted rape.

Forensic Medical Exam (rape kit): an examination provided to a sexual assault victim by medical personnel trained to gather evidence of a sexual assault in a manner suitable for use in a court of law. 
“Date Rape” Drugs: Drugs that assist in sexual assault by sedating, weakening, and/or confusing the intended victim.  These drugs are often slipped into drinks when one is not looking. They do not have a taste, color, and are odorless. Victims oftentimes do not remember what happened while they were drugged. Date rape drugs are used on men and women, are common in bars and clubs, and alcohol is often used as a date rape drug as well.

SANE: A Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner is a registered nurse specially trained to provide care to sexual assault patients. The sexual assault nurse examiner conducts medical forensic examinations and can serve as an expert witness.
SART:  is a community-based coordinated response in effort in combat sexual violence. The team is comprised of SANEs, hospital directors and administrators, sexual assault victim advocates, law enforcement, and prosecutors. 
